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ton, and others. But except in isolated in-
stances, the epistle has played no important
*>art in later poetry.

Epistles, The Biblical. Distinguishing
between the epistle or literary letter and the
true letter, we find that the authentic epistles
of Paul fall under the latter heading. Of the
other New Testament epistles, the three of
John and i Peter may be classed as letters;
the rest are obviously epistles, homilies in let-
ter form. The best example of the letter in
the Old Testament is the so-called Epistle of
Jeremiah.

Epistolae Obscurorum Virorum, a satire
aimed at the Rhenish monks and opponents
of the reformer Reuchlin, consisting of pre-
tended letters from the clerics themselves, in
which their credulity and ignorance are ex-
posed in broadly humorous fashion.

Epitaph, an inscription on a tombstone
commemorating; the deceased, or arji inscrip-
tion suitable for such a commemoration. In
this, as in so many literary genres, Greece
supplies the earliest and most perfect exam-
ples, as epitaphs in the Greek anthology, or on
the Lacedaemonian dead at Thermopylae. Ben
Jonson and Herrick remain supreme in the
art of English poetical epitaph; Milton's lines
on Shakespeare are still unequalled; Pope
wrote some memorable inscriptions; and Ten-
nyson's epitaphs rank high. In the New Eng-
land churchyards many interesting epitaphs
are to be found, and these often are important
adjuncts to genealogical study.

Epithalamium, a song sung in honor of a
newly wedded pair. The great Epithalamium
of Spenser is one of the glories of English
literature.

Epithelioma, a cancer formed of prolifer-
ating epithelial cells; the common form of
cancer in the lip and tongue. See CANCER.

Epithelium. Epithelial cells vary accord-
ing to their situation and function. Where
their main office is protection, they are flat,
nucleated scales of irregular shape. On the
respiratory mucous membrane the epithelial
cells are characterized by the possession of
cilia. The rapid movement of these cilia in
one direction, followed by slow relaxation,
constantly drives the superincumbent fluid
along a definite route. Epithelial cells of
highly specialized type form the secretory ap-
paratus of many glands of the body: the
enamel of the teeth, the lens of the eye, the
hair, horns, and hoofs of mammals, as well as
the secretory cells of organs such as the kid-
neys, are alike epithelial in origin.

Epizoa, a division of the crustacean group

Copepoda, including forms characterized by
their parasitic habit.
Epoch, an astronomical term denoting a
fixed date arbitrarily chosen as a starting-
point for the calculation of celestial move-
ments. The moment of perihelion or peri-
astron passage is the zero point in time as-
sumed for comets and binary stars respective-
ly; while the epoch or a variable star, gener-
ally given in Julian days, is some definite
light-phase, onward from which the period
is reckoned.
Epode was a designation given by the an-
cient Greeks to the concluding portion of a
choric song. The term is also used for the
shorter verse of a couplet which forms a sort
of echo to the longer one, as the pentameter
does to the hexameter in the elegiac couplet.
Eponym, a term applied to the fictitious
founder of a race whose personal name has
been deduced from the race-name.
Epping Forest, remnant of the great Wal-
tham forest of Essex, England, preserved by
the City of London as a place of recreation;
an earthwork known as Ambresbury Banks is
the traditional place of defeat of Queen
Boadicea and her Britons.
Eprouvette, an instrument for proving
the strength of gunpowder.
Epsom, market town on the edge of Sur-
rey Downs, England. Its medicinal springs
attracted invalids till the salts were artificially
manufactured. Epsom College affords edu-
cation for sons of medical men; p. 19,156.
Epsom Salts is a name given to magnes-
ium sulphate (MgSO47HaO) from its occur-
rence in mineral springs at Epsom in Surrey.
Epsom salts are white and crystalline, readily
dissolving in water to a bitter solution. In
doses of two to four drachms it acts as a
painless hydragogue cathartic. Like other
saline aperients, it tends to encourage consti-
pation after it has acted, and should not,
therefore, be used constantly.
Epstein, Jacob (1880- ), sculptor, was
born in New York; is best known for his
bronze portraits, among which are: 'Duchess
of Marlborough' (1917); 'Kathleen' and
'Jacob Kramer' (1921); Joseph Conrad
(1924). His Hudson Memorial in Hyde Park
was unveiled in 1925. In 1935 his u ft. 7 ton
statue of Christ, entitled 'Ecce Homo', was
exhibited in London's Leicester Galleries.
Epworth League, a society of young peo-
ple connected with the Methodist Episcopal
church; formed in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1889.
Equal Rights Party, name of the part}
that was popularly known as the Loco-Focr